Phone: 250-762-3535

Website: www.nge.sd23.bc.ca

2013-2014 SCHOOL GOALS
Each year our staff and School Planning
Council identify specific goals for development and
improvement. These goals are based on District
and Ministry direction, as well as analysis of our
achievement data. For the 2013-2014 year, our
school will continue with the following goals, consistent with the District goals, along with a North
Glenmore focus:
Literacy – To continue to work towards the district
goal of 90% meeting or exceeding expectations in
reading and writing, while increasing our overall
levels of achievement. Focus on student engagement and differentiated instruction in order to improve achievement for all learners.
Numeracy – To continue to work towards the district goal of 90% meeting or exceeding expectations
in mathematics, while increasing our overall levels
of achievement. Focus on master of math facts
and basic computation.
Parents as Partners - To continue engaging parents as partners in improving student achievement.
Focus on developing a Central Zone Parent Network for parent educational information.
We are so pleased to have such positive parents
who contribute so much to our school community!
Our SPC parent representatives shared some great
ideas about involving parents even more in their
children's education. Last year we hosted 4 Parent
Sessions at NGE - with great attendance and positive feedback. We look forward to joining up with
other schools in our Central Zone to provide a wide
range of opportunities for our parents.
We will continue to provide parent information on our website.
We are very interested in your
feedback! Please let us know
what you find helpful, and what
additional
information
you
might need or enjoy.

November 2013

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Our Assembly will begin in the gym at
12:15 pm on Friday, November 8th.
Scouts, Guides, Brownies, Cubs, Sparks, Beavers
and Cadets are encouraged to wear their uniforms
for the assembly.
Poppies will be distributed before the assembly and
students are encouraged to make a small donation in
remembrance of those who made sacrifices in the
past. Parents and community members welcome!

Survey Says… 1/3 of our parents completed last
year’s Christmas Concert survey. From those responses, 1/3 preferred evenings, 1/3 preferred afternoons
and 1/3 had no preference. Since there was no distinct
preference, the staff has chosen to go with afternoon
performances as this time has shown to be better for
students, and also allows us to welcome
extended families and community members.

Christmas Concerts
2 Afternoon Concerts
Dec 11th (A-K) & 12th (L-Z), 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Concert letter coming home soon for more
information and entry forms for front row seats.

Looking forward to seeing you
at our
“Twas One CRAZY Night
Before Christmas!”

Picture Retake Day
Wed., November 13th
If your child is having their picture retaken, please
send a note of permission to your child’s classroom
teacher on Picture Retake Day. This will confirm
clear home communication to our photographer.
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Grade 6 Volleyball
GO GATORS!
This year we have over 30 girls and
boys who have signed up to play on the Grade 6
Volleyball teams. The teams have shown great
commitment and enthusiasm, as well as sportsmanship and skill development even though it is
early in the season! The players are representing
N.G. E. well; showing off their great attitudes and
excellent skills! The coaches (Mrs. Letkeman, Mrs.
Weststrate, Mrs. Bowen and Mrs. Davies) look forward to watching the teams grow over the course of
November, where games against other schools will
be scheduled. A huge thanks to the coaches, volunteer parent drivers and of course, the
Grade 6’s! Have a terrific season!!!

Off the Shelf…
October was a busy month in the library.
Our book fair was a great success! We made over
$1700 for our library programs! Thanks to all of our
amazing parent helpers who set up the book fair,
worked the cash register, counted money, helped with
the clean-up, and did a thousand other things that
needed to be done! We couldn’t have done it without you! And a special thank you to our fantastic Gator families for continuing to support our book fairs!!
We began our Reading Club last month, and students
have been bringing in their reading logs for stickers
and prizes. We have weekly draw prizes as well as
prizes for completed reading logs. The reading club
will continue until the end of January, so keep on
reading!
We have also begun reading for the annual Battle of
the Books. Regular meetings will start after Christmas, but all of the books are available to read now.
Come and check out our Battle of the Books section!
You can still sign up even if you missed the initial
meeting. See Mrs. Horning and she will get you
started!
Don’t forget about our Birthday Book
Draw! Our October draw winners
were Cailey S. and Krysha C . Don’t
forget to enter if your birthday is in
November!!

STUDENT ILLNESS
Thank you to parents for continuing to keep
your children at home if they are feeling ill. At
times children feel fine in the morning, but then
feel poorly later in the day. In these cases, we
are being extra diligent about sending students
home. NGE has had it’s share of colds and
flus, however we do not have an abnormally
high absenteeism at this
time…. Which is good news!
Let’s keep washing our
hands and staying on top of
illness during this flu season.

PHONE MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS…..
These should only be for emergency situations (i.e.,
car problems on your way, or an appointment scheduled during the day). Otherwise, please use the student planners for Grades 2-6 to communicate any
messages regarding after school arrangements different from the norm (Kindergarten and Grade 1
students send a note to teacher). Play dates should
be made from home (no phone calls please). Please
be considerate of the many phone
calls we receive through our office
on a daily basis and try to keep your
calls to very important messages only.

Thank you !
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Home-School Connection
Over the past few years we’ve compiled a variety of
online newsletters that provide some wonderful tips,
strategies, talking points, ideas, etc… for parents to
read up on as they support their child with their development at school, home and in the community. We’ve
taken the time to reorganize all these newsletters according to what content is found within them. Are you
looking to support your child with homework routines,
handling conflict, building his/her confidence, finding
alternatives to video games, limiting screen time, preparing for tests, or simply getting organized? Topics
such as these and so many more are within our HomeSchool Connection Newsletters. Please take some
time to visit our website to browse the collection:
http://www.nge.sd23.bc.ca/Parents/
homeschoolconnection

“This year the NGE PAC has formed a committee to both
create and sell yearbooks. Big thanks
to our parent organizers: Teri Loney,
Lynn Vicaretti, Jennifer Wenzel,
Kathryn Rexin, Sheri Desjardins,
Melissa Bonn, Angela Poole, Robyn
Dunbar and Robynn Robertson. Our committee is hoping that our very own student gators can help decorate
the yearbook. We’re looking for creative artwork from
each grade level to adorn our front and back cover! The
PAC and Yearbook Committee will randomly select submitted artwork from each grade level and if any submitted
pieces don’t make the cover, there is a great chance that
they will be used throughout the yearbook itself.
Selected drawings will be scanned and turned into digital
copies. Please use standard paper size 8.5”x11” or
smaller, and really… anything goes! It can be anything
that relates to your experiences as a student at North
Glenmore Elementary; sports, the playgrounds, classroom learning, your friends, being a Gator, a special
teacher, a field trip, etc… anything that makes our school
special to YOU! Please take your submission to the office
and make SURE your name, grade & teacher’s name are
on the backside. If you should have any questions
around front/back cover art work or about yearbooks in
general, please contact Teri Loney loneys@shaw.ca).

Submission cut off will be 2:30pm
on Friday, November 22nd
Good luck, and be as creative as
you can be!”
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KISS & RIDE PROGRAM - Volunteers Needed!

THE GOAL: The Kiss and Ride program is a
school based program designed to handle our
students being transported to school during a
short period of time while reducing vehicular
congestion, and keeping our students safe.

Benefits of Kiss and Ride
* Safety for our children
* Safer traffic conditions
* Improved traffic flow
* Parents are active participants in
the safety of all our children!
We desperately need volunteers to run this
program successfully. Please contact your
room parent if you are able to volunteer!
Water Bottles—These green plastic bottles with our
gator logo on the front will make great gifts. They
sell for $5 each. Available at the office.
Thank You—To all the families who supported the
Family Photo event. Photos will be arriving soon.
We raised $1158! Big Gator thanks to the NGE
parents
&
professional
photographer,
Basil Cooper!
Please be sure to check out the PAC link on the
NGE Web site for all the up to date PAC news and
minutes of the last meeting.
Gift Card Fundraiser: Information on IGA and
Coopers Food gift cards will be coming soon. You
give to NGE every time you shop without it costing
you any more.

Fun Lunch Program
The Fun Lunch program is up and running at NGE.
Thank you to our parent volunteers Simone Wittenberg
& Colleen McGregor.
For more information on this program:
Simone - #778-484-5292 (wittenbergs@wittenbergs.com )
Colleen - #250-491-9712 (colleenmcgregor78@gmail.com)
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SPIRIT DAY—TWIN DAY!
On November 15th, NGE’s Spirit Club encourages all Gators to dress for
TWIN DAY! Who will you dress like? Dress up as twins, triplets, quadruplets, etc. Have fun! Whether you two look exactly alike or not, it doesn’t
matter - the point of Spirit Week is for people to have fun dressing up.

Battery Recycling Program
So what actually happens to those batteries the
Gators drop into the battery recycling bin at the
main office? Well, from the school, they are taken to The
Battery Doctor here in Kelowna. From there, all the recycled batteries are shipped off to Teck Cominco in Trail
which is located in the West Kootenays. At Cominco, all
the metals and chemicals in the batteries are separated
out in the smelter. These metals and chemicals then can
be reused rather than ending up at the dump.
Last year, we had an increase of 6.5
pounds of batteries per month being
recycled. Let’s keep this going! Keep
bringing those batteries to be recycled,
in to the office.

After School Pick-Up
Just a reminder that supervision
takes place after school until 2:45pm
At that time, a bell signals the
students that if they have not been
picked up as usual, they should report to the office.
Parents please be aware that you
can not offer a ride home to a friend
or neighbour without parent permission and letting the school know.

A very gator thank you to Brent Donnelly
for keeping us at the swamp as green as
possible!

Fruit and Vegetable Program!
The trucks are rolling bringing fruit and vegetable snacks to our school! We are participants of
the BC School Fruit and Vegetable Snack Program. Students receive a free fruit or vegetable
snack 13 times during the school year. This snack is not meant to replace food normally consumed at recess or lunch. The goal is to increase fruit and vegetable consumption. Fruits and vegetables
contain vitamins, minerals, phytonutrients, antioxidants, and fiber that promote health and prevent disease. Once again this year, the program is being run by NGE parent Kia Robertson.
We have a fantastic group of grade five students from Mrs. Letkeman’s Class that are helping
her distribute the produce. So far our NGE students have enjoyed eating blueberries, carrots and
pears!
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Safety Drills

Halloween News

North Glenmore Elementary conducts a
number of safety drills to ensure that students and staff know exactly what to do in case of
an emergency. Fire Drills are scheduled for fall and
spring. Earthquake Drills are scheduled throughout
the year. Lockdown Drills (what to do if there is a
danger in the building or on the playground) are
scheduled for November. Teachers do their best to
reassure students during these drills that it is unlikely we will have an actual event. Parents may also
want to reassure their children, particularly if you
know they get nervous around safety issues. If your
child is anxious about safety drills, please let your
classroom teacher know so we can make special
accommodations if needed.

Thank you to all of our families for
participating in our Halloween
Family Jack-o-lantern display.
The creativity of our students and
community was on display for all to see as each class
made their way through the “Pumpkin Pod” for viewing. It is always wonderful to see the extra effort and
inventive ideas of our N.G.E. families!
We would like to say a special thank you to our
Grade 6 Leaders who organized this event, decorated the “Pumpkin Pod”, and
created such a fun and
special Halloween day for
everyone!

STARLAB
Our Grade 3 students are looking forward to having a visit from Starlab on November 25th.
Starlab is an inflatable portable planetarium dome from the Vernon Science Center. This
dome creates a dark, cloudless sky right inside our school. It is a realistic representation of
the night sky. Starlab is the perfect complement to our curriculum. Star presentations range
from an introduction to the wonder of the night sky for the less experienced astronomer, to
an exploration of deep space for more experienced star gazers.

Proper Winter Wear
As the season is changing, getting
colder and wetter, please remind students they need to dress appropriately for the playground. It is important for children to
get fresh air and exercise during their day…so we
need students to have the proper coats, hats,
boots, etc. to enjoy themselves during their lunch
and recess breaks.

‘Boy Soup’
Once again, The Central Okanagan School District
is participating in the Canadian Children’s Book
Centre annual TD Grade One Book Giveaway
Program.
*Story by Loris Lesynski
*Pictures by Michael Martchenko
Congratulations Gr. 1 Students
and Happy Reading!

Safe Play During Winter
The winter months often bring slippery sections on
our playground. Students are continually reminded
that they are not to slide on icy patches, and they are
to stay off the adventure playground equipment if
frosty or icy. Parents, please stay on
the cleared paths, and help remind your
children so that we can keep our “slip
and fall” accidents to a minimum.

Nut Free
Information
When choosing a peanut/nut-free snack for your
child, it is important to ALWAYS check the label on
the package to make sure it is free of peanuts and
nuts of all kinds.
Your diligence is keeping
an allergic child safe at school. :)
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REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS
Student-Led conferences in October were a great opportunity for students to celebrate their learning.
Thanks again, parents for your participation!
Written reports are scheduled to be issued to students on Dec 5th. School-wide conferences are not
scheduled with these reports. Individual conferences may be set up in situations where parents or teachers wish to discuss a child’s progress further.
B.C. report cards use a provincial data base to enter marks and comments. The primary report cards indicate if students are not yet meeting, meeting or exceeding expectations for their grade level. The intermediate report cards provide comparative marks (A, B,C+, C, C-) which indicate a student’s progress in relation to the curriculum and to other
students within the same grade.
Students whose achievement does not meet the minimum standard of C– would receive either an
“IEP” (Individualized Education Plan) if their special learning needs require program modification, or an
“I” (In Progress) if their learning requires more time. Students receiving an “I” will be given a plan of action
to be completed within a specified period of time in order to achieve a minimal mark and avoid a failing
grade.
Although the report card template has comment headings in each curricular area, teachers will provide
summary comments at the end of each report as in the past. If a curricular area was not a focus for assessment for the term, this subject will not show up on the report card.
Many teachers have already sent home a Parent Preview outlining the first term outcomes for their class.
We hope this information is helpful to you in supporting your children’s learning. If you would like to receive
an extra copy of the learning outcomes at report card time, please contact your classroom teacher.

Please TURN OFF your Engines! School Zones are “NO Idling” zones - which includes our
parking lot as well as surrounding streets. Please consider all the pollution you are creating f
or young lungs as you leave your car running while waiting for pick-up.

NGE Website Scavenger Hunt!
Each month we host a scavenger hunt on our website, to encourage
our families to find important information as well as read our monthly newsletter.
October’s scavenger hunt had over 100 entries!
Way to Go Gators! Congratulations to the following participating students whose names were
drawn:
K
Gr 1
Gr 2
Gr 3
Gr 4
Gr 5
Gr 6

Piper C.
Tallula F.
Sophie N.
Rachel S.
Tanner S.
Emmanuel C.
Martin L.

**If you do not have access to a computer at
home, we will provide you with time on our
school computers.**

Family Active Night
The City of Kelowna Recreation & Cultural Services, Community Neighborhoods
Branch, in partnership with School District No. 23 (Central Okanagan), is proud to host
“Family Active Night” at North Glenmore Elementary.
This is a parent participation program - where parents PLAY with their children!
Our first Families Get Active Night was a GREAT SUCCESS. Our next event will
be Friday, November 22nd. Sign up forms will be sent home!

CANADA SAFETY COUNCIL

Big White Ski
& Board School

Babysitting Training & Home Alone Courses
www.babysittingkelowna.com

Nov 16, Dec 7
…………………………………….
REGISTER on line or
Margaret Boake 250 317 2868
m_boake@telus.net
mboake@sd23.bc.ca
Cheryl Stone 250 575 5301

Information brochures are coming
to the office soon!
Tuesdays:
January 7, 14, 21
February 25, and March 4

CENTRAL ZONE PARENT NETWORK
FREE Parent Information Sessions
SD#23 Central Zone Schools are partnering this year to bring a variety
of informational sessions to our parent communities. Please see below
for sessions hosted this month – all parents welcome!
Find more information regarding upcoming sessions on our NGE Website *
Look for the link to the Central Zone Parent Network.
Responsible Social Networking? What to Know
Wednesday, November 6th - 6:30 pm - Casorso Elementary Library The evening will feature students from the
Social Media class at Okanagan Mission Secondary School as they share their insights and expertise on being a
responsible digital citizen. During this Parent Education Session you will learn about various forms of Social Media
and how to safely monitor your children’s use of technology. Please register no later than Mon., Nov. 4th by calling
the Casorso School office at 250.870-5135, ext. 6899. (Please bring a Food Bank item for donation)

Make Your Mind Up
Monday, November 18th – 6:30 pm – Glenmore Elementary Music Room
In today’s world of technology, parents and educators are worried about the perceived inability of young people to
disengage from screens and return from the virtual world. MindUp is sweeping across schools as a way to empower
children to refocus and cope with the anxieties facing them in their personal worlds. During this 45 minute Parent
Education Session, the GME admin team and UBC-O Student Nurses will help you learn more about the role of the
brain, core practice, and attributes that MindUp suggests are required to become more mindful. Please register no
later than Wednesday, Nov. 13th by calling the Glenmore School at 250.870.5136. The monthly GME PAC meeting
will take place immediately following the presentation at 7:15 pm. (Please bring a Food Bank item for donation).

